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Welcoming a stranger prayer

MERCIFUL AND LOVING FATHER,
We beseech you, open our hearts

so that we may provide hospitality and refuge
to migrants who are lonely, afraid,

and far from their homes.

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger

as Christ in our midst,

to invite them into our communities
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We pray that when we encounter the other,
we see In her the face of your Son,

when we meet a stranger,

that we take his hand in welcome.

Help us to live in solidarity with one another,
to seek justice for those who are persecuted
and comfort for those who are suffering.
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We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Amen
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DHS Memo on Border Security EC

Foreshadows a drastic expansion in the use of
expedited removal (Section G);

Forces certain migrants to wait in Mexico for their
removal proceedings (Section H);
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(Section L);



DHS Memo on Border Security EC

Targets families whose children have migrated to the
U.S. unaccompanied (Section M); and

Dramatically increases use of detention (Section A).
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DHS Memo on Interior Enforcement E(
Does not rescind 2012 DACA memo;

DACA recipients can still be enforcement priorities;
EO on DACA could still occur;
Advocating for BRIDGE Act as a temporary fix;

DACA-eligible youth should think carefully and consult
with attorney or legal representative before applying for
program.



"DHS Memo on Interior Enforcement EO
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Directs DHS to carry out drastically expanded
enforcement priorities (Section A);

Promotes the use of local law enforcement carrying
out federal immigration law (Section B);

Limits the use of prosecutorial discretion (Section C);



/ ‘
e =

"DHS Memo on Interior Enforcement EC
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Targets undocumented immigrants and those who
facilitate their presence in the U.S. for fines and
penalties (Section F); and

Rescinds prior policy so that only U.S. citizens or

lawful permanent residents receive privacy protections
(Section G).
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Addresses the urgent need for Immigration Reform.
Based on love of neighbor, the principles of our

Catholic faith, and the tradition and history of our

country as a land of opportunity and refuge for

migrants.

Sheila Gilbert, Preside

National Council of the United States
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Immigration

A Message from Our President

Deas Brother and Sister Vincentians,

Vincenfians, modeling fheir Lives and sevice afier the feaching of the Gozpel
which calle us ko see Jesus in the poos and needy whesever they may be found,

serve many immigrants.

In the Old Testament, God told Mozes, “When an alien resides with you in
your land, you shall not oppress fhe alien. You shall treat fhe slien who resides
with you no differently than the natives bom ameng yow you shall love the
alien 2 poursels, for you koo were once aliens in the land of Egypt. 1 #e LORD,
am pour God.” (Levitinus 19:33-34)

This pesition paper addresses the wgent need for Louniggation Refomm.
Reform i long overdus. Ttz lack causes millions of undosumented immigrants
almady in the United Staes to suffer semseless, grinding poverly. This
situation is an affrent o the American people’s sense of compassion and fustice.

Our pesition bases iself on love of neighber, fhe principles of our Cathelic
f2ifh, and e sich fradition and moble history of our country 22 3 land of
opparumity and refuge for migrants. Those sre the tenets which thould guide
our puslic palicy on ‘mater, with no i

sdeclogy.

Yours in Christ,

pelitics and

Sheite: Githert,
Fuesident
MNational Council of the United States Society of Sk Vincent de Faul

In the Mediterranean Sea off the island of Lampedusa, two
shipwreck tragedies in October 2013 resulted in the death of
about 400 migrants fieeing North Africa to Eurape for safety and
opportunity. Six months later on April 1. 2014, at a Mass on the
Mexico/US Border for migrants on this continent. Cardinal Sean
Q'Malisv's homily quoted the preaching of Pope Francis at
Lampedusa about the *..globalization of indifference... We have
fost 2 sense of responsibiiity for our brothers and sisters. We
‘have failen inte the hypecrisy of the Friest and Levite whom jesus
described in the parable of the Good Samaritan: we see our
brother half dead on the side of the road and perhaps we say to
ourselves, ‘Foor soul” and then go our way. it is not our
responsibility. and with that we feel reassured, assuaged. The
cuiture of comfort, which makes us think only of ourselves,
makes us insensitive to the cries of other people.”

: @ Position Statement of the
. National Council of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Living the Social
Gospel of
Immigration

s on the road to Emmaus.
's disciples met him in the
guise of a stranger (Luke
24:13-35)  Christ  makes
himseff present to each of us in
the traveler, the newcomer,
and the immigrant. As
Catholics, we are inspired by
the rich body of Church
teaching. rooted in Biblical
tradition, and we recognize our
moral obligation to "Welcome
the Stranger”. as we would
welcome Christ himself.

Vincentians open their hearts
and  provide  assistance.
welcoming and accepting the
immigrant, who is far away
from home and in a vulnerable
situation.

For years, in cooperation with
the US Conference of Catholic
Bishops, the Society has taken
every opporunity to  ask
Congress to implement
Comprehensive  Immigration
Reform to replace the current
outdated system, which does
not mest the economic needs
of our country. nor the needs of
the people migrating.

wWith our veices,
the immigrant families who
have no voice. Immigration is.
first, a moral issue, and then an
economic or poli

& reprasent

al issue.



Provide a compassionate and dignified path to citizenship for

undocumented persons in the country

Preserve family unity as a fundamental
cornerstone of our national immigration
system

Provide a legal path for low -skilled
immigrants to come and work in the United
States

Restore due process protections to our
immigration enforcement policies

Address the root causes of migration, such as
persecution and economic disparity.

And a Detailed
Frequently Asked Questions
Addendum

Frequently Asked Questions

for the
Immigration Position Paper
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul

WHAT DOES OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TRADITION TEACH ABOUT IMMIGRATION?

In the

3l Lette erning_ immigration, “Stra
Catholic Bishops of Mexico and the United States affirm that

1. Persons have the right to find opportunities that will allow them to live in dignity in their homeland

2. Persons have the right to migrate to support themselves and their families if they are unable to do so in
their own countries

3. Nations have the right to control their borders

4. Refugees and asylum seekers fleeing violence and persecution should be afforded protection by the
international community

5. The dignity and human rights of undocumentzd migrants should be protected
6. Family unity among immigrant families should be protected and upheld
7. Qur traditions call on us to welcome the stranger among us

WHAT DO OTHER FAITH TRADITIONS TEACH ABOUT IMMIGRATION?

At a Multi-Faith Border Conference in Tueson, AZ (3/18/2004) and at the Arizona Interfaith Network Convocation on
Immigration in Phoenix, AZ (4/19/2004), clergy of several faith developed the following common principles or
affirmations. They stated that these “emerge from our faith traditions and teachings, and may serve to guide our

thinking and action around migration and immigration issues.”

First Principle: All persons have the right to find in their own countries the economic, political, religious
and social opportunities to live in dignity, provide for their families, and achieve a full life.

Second Principle: Persons have the right to migrate to support themselves and their families if they are
unable to do so in their own countries.

These two Principles recognize that all the goods of the earth belong to all peaple. When persons cannot
find employment in their country of origin to support themselves and their families, they have a right to
migrate elsewhere to find work in order te survive. Our traditions also recognize the right of sovereign
nations to control their territories and impose reasenable limits on immigration. In the current conditions
of widespread global poverty and persecution, however, the more powerful economic natians, which have
the ability to protect and feed their own residents, have an obligation to accommodate migration flows
whenever possible
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when they enact or implement ordinances, local laws or
policies of noncooperation with federal immigration

authorities in the enforcement of federal immigration law.

S. 2146 Stop Sanctuary Policies and Protect
Americans Act

On October 19, 2015, Most Reverend Eusebio Elizondo,
then-Chairman of the USCCB Committee on Migration,

wrote to the full Senate expressing the Committee on
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Sensitive locations
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In 2011, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
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Immigration enforcement actions (such as arrests,
Interviews, searches, and surveillance operations) at
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Protection (CBP) released its own regarding CBP
operations at sensitive locations in 20132| The CBP

memo Is similar but not identical to the ICE policy.


https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/immigration/sensitive-locations-faq/#_edn1
https://foiarr.cbp.gov/streamingWord.asp?i=1251
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/immigration/sensitive-locations-faq/#_edn2

Efforts to Codify the Policy
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Applies to DHS officers and individuals designated to perform immigration
enforcement functions.

Exigent circumstances and approval prior to engaging in enforcement actions
within 1000 feet of a sensitive location.

Does not bar enforcement of criminal laws or ability to protect if threat to
public safety.



Efforts to Codify the Policy

Additional locations include:

- Buildings rented for purpose of religious retreats, counseling,
education, etc. (S. 845);

Day care facilities and early learning programs (S. 845);
- Organizations that assist victims of crime, children, etc.; and
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. Officers must make every effort to limit actions to the targeted
person for whom prior approval was obtained.

. Violations:

Cannot use information gathered during action as evidence in removal
proceedings; and

May file motion for termination of removal proceeding.
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What Can We Do?

Educate your self and immigrant brothers and sisters:

—

Know your rights video

Know your rights cards
|ICE Enforcement action memorandum

Preparing your family video

3ECI Ob A O OvetdrVordadvBcAod ahd socidl jdstice on
line system


../Videos/Know Your Rights.mp4
Know Your Rights cards.pdf
M E M O R A N D U M re ICE Final 5.25.17.pdf
../Videos/On Preparing Your Family.mp4
https://votervoice.net/SVDPUSA/home
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What Can We Do?

Advocate for DHS to keep and uphold the Sensitive Locations
Policy.

Know and advocate for a comprehensive immigration reform
consistent with the SVdP Position Statement

Support S. 845/ H.R. 181500 OT OAAOET ¢ 3 A1 OEO
Understand what the DHS memo contains

Report a sensitive locations Violation to USCCB at


http://www.svdpusa.org/members/Programs-Tools/Programs/Voice-of-the-Poor/Position-Papers
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/

~~ What Can We Do?

Support Sanctuary Church Movements
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PICO National Network

Message from Modesto, Feb. 202 Action Step #1
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themselves a sanctuary for people facing deportation and those being targe~ted
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should adopt policies that get ICE out of our schools, courts and jails, stop
handing over people to ICE and end practices that criminalize people of color
through aggressive policingandoverE | AAOAAOAOET 1 86

Lfrom the concluding message of the First Regional Convening of the World Meeting of Popular Movements

V Host families at risk of deportation V Hold Defend Your Right trainings
V Accompany people to ICE checkins V Organize Rapid Response Teams
V Organize to free people from detention



" More About the
Sanctuary Church Movement

The Massachusetts Model
Sanctuary Congregation (Level I)
Sanctuary Supporter Congregation (Level 11)
Individual Supporter

- YouArewelcome Fere

A National Modelz PICO* National Network
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opportunities to stand with our vulnerable sisters and brothers

Important Resources:
i The PICO Prophetic Resistance Sabbath Toolkit

i The Sanctuary Congregation Toolkit

* People Improving Communities through Organizing


https://www.piconetwork.org/community-tools/prophetic-resistance-sabbath-toolkit
https://www.piconetwork.org/community-tools/Sanctuary-Congregation-Toolkit_4.23.2017.pdf
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~A Stranger, and you Welcomed M:e
prayer

LOVING FATHER,

We pray that you provide your divine protection to all
migrants,

particularly those who are driven from their
homes due to war or violence,

who are uprooted due to environmental
degradation and climate change,

or whose material poverty pushes them to find
opportunities elsewhere.



—Show us how we might reach out to these
vulnerable populations
and help them to begin a new life in a new home.

Open our hearts, so that we may provide hospitality f
or all who come Iin search of refuge.

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger,
as Christ in our midst.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.

Amen.






