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Welcoming a stranger prayer

MERCIFUL AND  LOVING FATHER, 

We beseech you, open our hearts

so that we may provide hospitality and refuge 

to migrants who are lonely, afraid, 

and far from their homes. 

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger 

as Christ in our midst, 

to invite them into our communities 

ÁÓ Á ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢ



We pray that when we encounter the other, 

we see in her the face of your Son, 

when we meet a stranger, 

that we take his hand in welcome. 

Help us to live in solidarity with one another, 

to seek justice for those who are persecuted 

and comfort for those who are suffering. 



We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen



Executive orders

Jan. 25 ɀEO 13767,

Ȱ"ÏÒÄÅÒ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ )ÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ %ÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔ 
)ÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȠȱ 

Jan. 25 ɀEO 13768,

Ȱ%ÎÈÁÎÃÉÎÇ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 
3ÔÁÔÅÓȠȱ



DHS Memo on Border Security EO
·Foreshadows a drastic expansion in the use of 

expedited removal (Section G);

·Forces certain migrants to wait in Mexico for their 
removal proceedings (Section H); 

·!ÌÔÅÒÓ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ȰÕÎÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÄ ÁÌÉÅÎ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱ 
(Section L); 



DHS Memo on Border Security EO
·Targets families whose children have migrated to the 

U.S. unaccompanied (Section M); and

·Dramatically increases use of detention (Section A).



DHS Memo on Interior Enforcement EO
·Does not rescind 2012 DACA memo; 

·DACA recipients can still be enforcement priorities; 

·EO on DACA could still occur; 

·Advocating for BRIDGE Act as a temporary fix;

·DACA-eligible youth should think carefully and consult 
with attorney or legal representative before applying for 
program.



DHS Memo on Interior Enforcement EO 
ŎƻƴǘΩŘ
·Directs DHS to carry out drastically expanded 

enforcement priorities (Section A);

·Promotes the use of local law enforcement carrying 
out federal immigration law (Section B); 

·Limits the use of prosecutorial discretion (Section C);



DHS Memo on Interior Enforcement EO 
ŎƻƴǘΩŘ

·Targets undocumented immigrants and those who 
facilitate their presence in the U.S. for fines and 
penalties (Section F); and 

·Rescinds prior policy so that only U.S. citizens or 
lawful permanent residents receive privacy protections 
(Section G).



Immigration Position Paper
·Addresses the urgent need for Immigration Reform.

·Based on love of neighbor, the principles of our 
Catholic faith, and the tradition and history of our 
country as a land of opportunity and refuge for 
migrants. 

Sheila Gilbert,  President  
National Council of the United States 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 



SVDP Immigration Position Paper Endorses 
Five Essential Principles for Legislative Reform:

1. Provide a compassionate and dignified path to citizenship for 
undocumented persons in the country 

2. Preserve family unity as a fundamental 
cornerstone of our national immigration 
system 

3. Provide a legal path for low -skilled 
immigrants to come and work in the United 
States 

4. Restore due process protections to our 
immigration enforcement policies 

5. Address the root causes of migration, such as 
persecution and economic disparity. 

And a Detailed 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Addendum



Sanctuary Cities
·'ÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙȟ ÊÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ȰÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȱ 

when they enact or implement ordinances, local laws or 
policies of noncooperation with federal immigration 
authorities in the enforcement of federal immigration law.

·S. 2146 - Stop Sanctuary Policies and Protect 
Americans Act

·On October 19, 2015, Most Reverend Eusebio Elizondo, 
then-Chairman of the USCCB Committee on Migration, 
wrote to the full Senate expressing the Committee on 
-ÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 3Ȣ άΫήΰȟ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÔÏÐ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ 
0ÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓ !ÃÔ ÏÆ άΪΫίȢȱ



Sensitive locations
7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓȱ ÐÏÌÉÃÙȩ

In 2011, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
ɉ)#%Ɋ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ Á ÍÅÍÏÒÁÎÄÕÍ ÏÎ ȰEnforcement Actions 
at or Focused on Sensitive Locationsȱ ɉÔÈÅ Ȱ)#% 
ÍÅÍÏȱɊȢ[1]4ÈÅ ÍÅÍÏ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ )#%ȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÏÎ 
immigration enforcement actions (such as arrests, 
interviews, searches, and surveillance operations) at 
ȰÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 5Ȣ3Ȣ #ÕÓÔÏÍÓ ÁÎÄ "ÏÒÄÅÒ 
Protection (CBP) released its ownmemo regarding CBP 
operations at sensitive locations in 2013.[2] The CBP 
memo is similar but not identical to the ICE policy.

https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/immigration/sensitive-locations-faq/#_edn1
https://foiarr.cbp.gov/streamingWord.asp?i=1251
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/immigration/sensitive-locations-faq/#_edn2


Efforts to Codify the Policy
· S. 845 / H.R. 1815 - Ȱ0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ 3ÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ !ÃÔȱ

Ɇ 3ÅÎÁÔÏÒ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ "ÌÕÍÅÎÔÈÁÌ ɉ$-CT) 
Ɇ 3ÅÎÁÔÅ *ÕÄÉÃÉÁÒÙ 
Ɇ Ϋή ÃÏÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓ 

· Representative Adriano Espaillat (D-NY-13) 
Ɇ (ÏÕÓÅ *ÕÄÉÃÉÁÒÙ 
Ɇ ήΫ ÃÏÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓ 

· Applies to DHS officers and individuals designated to perform immigration 
enforcement functions.

· Exigent circumstances and approval prior to engaging in enforcement actions 
within 1000 feet of a sensitive location. 

· Does not bar enforcement of criminal laws or ability to protect if threat to 
public safety.



Efforts to Codify the Policy
·Additional locations include: 
·Buildings rented for purpose of religious retreats, counseling, 

education, etc. (S. 845); 
·Day care facilities and early learning programs (S. 845); 
·Organizations that assist victims of crime, children, etc.; and 
·#ÏÕÒÔÈÏÕÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÁÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȢ 

·Officers must make every effort to limit actions to the targeted 
person for whom prior approval was obtained. 

·Violations: 
· Cannot use information gathered during action as evidence in removal 

proceedings; and 
· May file motion for termination of removal proceeding.



What Can We Do?
Educate your self and immigrant brothers and sisters:

·Know your rights video 
..\Videos\Know Your Rights.mp4

·Know your rights cards  
Know Your Rights cards.pdf

· ICE Enforcement action memorandum  
M E M O R A N D U M re ICE Final 5.25.17.pdf

·Preparing your family video  
..\Videos\On Preparing Your Family.mp4

·3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ÎÅ× VoterVoice advocacy and social justice on-
line system
https://votervoice.net/SVDPUSA/home

../Videos/Know Your Rights.mp4
Know Your Rights cards.pdf
M E M O R A N D U M re ICE Final 5.25.17.pdf
../Videos/On Preparing Your Family.mp4
https://votervoice.net/SVDPUSA/home


What Can We Do?
·Advocate for DHS to keep and uphold the Sensitive Locations 

Policy. 

·Know and advocate for a comprehensive immigration reform 
consistent with the SVdP Position Statement
http://www.svdpusa.org/members/Programs-Tools/Programs/Voice-
of-the-Poor/Position-Papers

·Support S. 845 / H.R. 1815 - Ȱ0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ 3ÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÅ ,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ !ÃÔȢȱ 

·Understand what the DHS memo contains

·Report a sensitive locations Violation to USCCB at

https://justiceforimmigrants.org/

http://www.svdpusa.org/members/Programs-Tools/Programs/Voice-of-the-Poor/Position-Papers
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/


What Can We Do?

·Support Sanctuary Church Movements

Message from Modesto, Feb. 2017 ɀAction Step #1

Ȱ7Å ÕÒÇÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ ÐÁÒÉÓÈȟ ÔÏ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅ 
themselves a sanctuary for people facing deportation and those being targeted 
ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȟ ÒÁÃÅ ÏÒ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÂÅÌÉÅÆÓȣ!ÌÌ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÃÏÕÎÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ 
should adopt policies that get ICE out of our schools, courts and jails, stop 
handing over people to ICE and end practices that criminalize people of color 
through aggressive policing and over-ÉÎÃÁÒÃÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ

ҍfrom the concluding message of the First Regional Convening of the World Meeting of Popular Movements

V Host families at risk of deportation 
V Accompany people to ICE check-ins
V Organize to free people from detention

V Hold Defend Your Right trainings
V Organize Rapid Response Teams



More About the 
Sanctuary Church Movement

The Massachusetts Model
·Sanctuary Congregation (Level I)

·Sanctuary Supporter Congregation (Level II)

· Individual Supporter

A National Model ɀPICO* National Network
·$ÉÁÌ Ȱ3!.#45!29ȱ ÔÏ άάβήΰΰ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÌÅÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÏÔÈ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ 

opportunities to stand with our vulnerable sisters and brothers 

· Important Resources:
ü The PICO Prophetic Resistance Sabbath Toolkit

https://www.piconetwork.org/community -tools/prophetic -resistance-sabbath-toolkit

ü The Sanctuary Congregation Toolkit 
https://www.piconetwork.org/community -tools/Sanctuary-Congregation-Toolkit_4.23.2017.pdf

* People Improving Communities through Organizing

https://www.piconetwork.org/community-tools/prophetic-resistance-sabbath-toolkit
https://www.piconetwork.org/community-tools/Sanctuary-Congregation-Toolkit_4.23.2017.pdf


A Stranger, and you Welcomed Me 
prayer

LOVING FATHER, 

We pray that you provide your divine protection to all 
migrants, 

particularly those who are driven from their

homes due to war or violence, 

who are uprooted due to environmental 

degradation and climate change, 

or whose material poverty pushes them to find

opportunities elsewhere.



Show us how we might reach out to these 

vulnerable populations 

and help them to begin a new life in a new home. 

Open our hearts, so that we may provide hospitality f

or all who come in search of refuge. 

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger, 

as Christ in our midst. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. 

Amen.




